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 INTRODUCTION: 

Have you ever noticed that there are some people who find a way to thrive no matter 
what they are going through? They have a strength and resilience that is uncommon. 
Was it their genetics? Maybe the family they came from? The truth is, no matter where 
you came from, where you are going is determined by the decisions you make now. In 
all my years of ministry, I have seen people that I would consider “successful.” 
Successful not in a worldly sense, but successful in a deeper sense. They are centered. 
They are grounded. They seem to make good decisions. They are emotionally healthy. 
This is most clearly reflected in their relationships. One thing is for sure, success is no 
accident.  

REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION 

When you think about someone who is successful, who comes to your mind? In what 
ways do you see success expressed in their life? What do relationships look like in the 
life of someone who is successful? 

There are three opportunities the Lord offers to each of us. Each one represents an 
opportunity to experience God’s power and grace in our lives. Accordingly, there are 
three key decisions God wants you to choose to experience His best for you.  

1. GO ALL IN WITH JESUS. Look at Philippians 3:8-11 (p.1358 in the Christian Basics 
Bible) and read the passage out loud. The word “knowing” used by Paul does not 
mean to know a fact. It means a personal, intimate knowledge. It is not mere 



information, but experiential. There are many ways God has made Himself known. 
When you think of the Lord, how do you typically think of Him? 

 

a. What does Paul state is the greatest opportunity he could pursue? Why would 
that be the greatest?  

b. Going all in means you pursue knowing God better in this season than before. 
How would that shift in focus change the way you relate to the Lord and to 
your own life?  

 

2. DEAL WITH IT:_____________________. Look up Hebrews 12:1-2 (p.1408). What 
are the habits or attitudes in your life that you feel like most hinder your 
relationships? How long have you struggled with this area? Dealing with it means 
you will get the help you need to break through, rather than operate under old 
programs and patterns of behavior. Small groups are a good place to start. 
Counseling is another good step. Are you willing to reach out and get the help you 
need? Pray and ask the Lord the next step. And then take it. 

 

3. LIVE GENEROUSLY   

Look up Luke 6:38 (p.1163).  

a. According to the promise of Jesus, what is the result of generous living? 
b. What are all the ways someone can live generously?  Share with a friend an 

area of your life where you want to be more generous. Let them keep tabs on 
how you are doing. 

MOVING FORWARD: 

Focusing on any one of these is enough but starting with an “all in” relationship with 
Jesus really is what makes the others gain traction in your life.  

MEMORY VERSE: 

Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord.                                                                        Philippians 3:8 


